Marshall University

Marshall Digital Scholar
0064: Marshall University Oral History
Collection

Digitized Manuscript Collections

1974

Oral History Interview: Gilbert Holton
Gilbert Holton

Follow this and additional works at: https://mds.marshall.edu/oral_history

Recommended Citation
Marshall University Special Collections, OH64-148, Huntington, WV.

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Digitized Manuscript Collections at Marshall Digital
Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in 0064: Marshall University Oral History Collection by an authorized
administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more information, please contact zhangj@marshall.edu.

MAR S HALL

UNIVER S ITY
JAMES E. MORROW LIBRARY
ASSOCIATES

HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 2S701

ORAL HISTORY
GIFT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT

I,

Juj_ /µvJ;

, the undersigned, of

_J. .a. ......(____f_ /R_0_c_f<____________, County

of __C..
---"cr_.h._@
......_
/ '/ _ _ _ , state

of -~(;.J_
___J_Vt""-M~......- - - - - -' grant, convey, and transfer to the James E.
Morrow Library Associates, a division of The Marshall University Foundation,
Inc . , an educational and eleemosynary institution, all my right, title,
interest, and literary property rights in and to my testimony recorded on

--~..,. . _. _~
. . . .__?--_'_____
£
, 19..2....i:t...,

to be used for scholarl y purposes, including

study and rights to reproduction.

Open and usable after my review.
initial
Closed for a period of _ _ _ _ _ years .
initial
Closed for my lifetime .
initial
initial

Date

Closed for my lifetime unless special permission
is gained from me or my assigns.

/tj Z4

6k,;,_f

-'~~;t ~
(Signature - Interviewee)

Address

//

Date

IJ.iM;/

.

~ b /t/

7 tr
(Signature - Witness)

An Interview With:
Gilbert Holton

Conducted By:
Francis Holton

Date:
April 26, 1974

Place:
Salt Rock, W. Va.

Transcribed By:
I

,,

Brenda Perego

Gilbert Holton

FH:

This interview is taped from Gilbert Holton of Salt
Rock, West Virginia on April 26, 1974 at· his home
by his grandson, Francis Holton (break in tape).
Uh, now how long have you been around here on this
farm here, how long have you lived here?

GH:

86 years the first day of April.

FH:

Yeah, uh • • •

GH:

Born and raised right here. We were born in a little
old log cabin right, just right out there.

FH:

Does the, you, you was born right out here?

GH:

Uh, huh.

FH:

Huh.

GH:

(Inaudible).

FH:

Yeah. Uh, so you, so you really lived right here on
this, right here your whole lifetime?

GH:

Yeah, lived my lifetime.

FH:

Um, mmm. Uh, well when, when did you start your
farming, what year you know, did you go on your own?

GH:

Uh, I, I think it was bout 1910 when I commenced
raise the tobacco crop.

FH:

So that's, that's what you first started out with,
GH: Yeah._/ tobacco crop. That L GH: Yeah._/,
that was that bout when you was married?

L

GH:

Well I married that November.

FH:

After you got your tobacco crop sold?

GH:

Yeah, I got a hundred and fifty dollars out of it.

FH:

Shew, man.
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GH:

Worked all summer fer ito

FH:

That was alot of money then, though, wasn't it,
$150 as compared to what it is now?

GH:

Well it, it comparing to anyhow $1,500.

FH:

Bout ten times as much.

GH:

Yeah, you can kind of figure on 15, bout 10 times as
high. You hire all the workmen, get paid fer, fer
50¢ a day.

FH:

Now, now it cost you bout $2.00 an hour, don't it?

GH:

Well

FH:

Kids just won't work.

GH:

Huh, uh.

FH:

Must be lazy or something, ain't we?

GH:

I

FH:

Yeah.

GH:

Well I don't know. They, the farming don't, don't
agree with them. Nobody through the country don't
have no interest in farming any more.

FH:

Well why do you think that's so?
got any.

GH:

Well they can get off from work in eight hours and
come back in and kick up their heels, you know.

FH:

Not do nothing j_ GH:
of the day off.

GH:

Take the rest of the day off. They go off somewhere
in their automobile, go to bed and things like that,
you know.

I

don't know .

L

FH:

Now see a • •

You just can't get it.

Yeah._/ young people don't.

don't know.

Yeah._/o

Do you, have you

They can take the rest
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FH:

Yeah. Uh, now how much, oh I better get . this in.
How many kids did you have after you got married,
how many total did you have then?

GH:

We had nine .

FH:

Nine? Yeah, uh, now, uh, how much land did you
start off with here on this farm?

GH:

Well I post lower 40, 40 acres give, uh, $450 0

FH:

$450?

GH:

For 40 acres, yeah.

FH:

About $10 an acre as such L GH: Yeah._/ . Uh, now
how, how much land have you got in it now around here?

GH:

Well I don't, let's see.

FH:

Have you got more than you started with then?

GH:

I've got 90 and 65.

FH:

Would be a 145, 90.

GH:

100 and 6-65.

~"'H:

Shew.

GH:

I have 165 acres.

FH:

Alot.

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

To your grandkids and to your own kids?

GH:

Um, mmm.

FH:

That's alot of land. Uh, now when you, when you first
started your tobacco crop back then did you have like,
uh, any plows, what kind of plows and equipment did
you have to help you, did you use?

That's alot of land, ain't it?
Yeah, so I often give away • • •
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GH:

Used horse, horsepower.

FH:

Just horsepower, I mean like did you, did you have a
springtooth cultivator or anything like that?

GH:

No. Had what's called a churning plow and little
stalk and had what you called a regular harrow made
in a shape of a "N' and ( inaudible) •

FH:

That really does a good job on the ground, don't it?

GH:

Yeah, uh, huh.

FH:

Dad, dad tells me he's going to get him one of those
things one of these days.

GH:

Regular harrow.

FH:

Yeah. Said those things really break the ground up
and smooth her up.

GH:

Yeah, it takes it up in good shape.

FH:

Now, what about, uh, let's see.
machine to mow with?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

A horse-drawn machine like • • •

GH:

No, I didn't have none myself.

FH:

Yeah. Well when, when did Grandpa Holton come in
here anyway? Have you got any idea what year it was?

GH:

Oh in about 89 years ago, I reckon, as far as I can
recollect.

FH:

Right before you was born?

GH:

No, born around '86, I'm 86.

FH:

About, he come in here about 18,
1885 or so.

Did you have a mowing

I used my father's one.

L GH:

3 years before._/
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GH:

1889.

FH:

1889, okay.

GH:

Yeah, I 1 m 80, 86 and three years before then.

FH:

Yeah. Uh, well how did he get the land anyway, did
he buy it for farming use or timber?

GH:

Well him
the land
and Gill
way, you

FH:

Well what kind of timber did he have I mean how long
was it?

GH:

Well it, they had some of the virgin timber on it, you
know. Popular been cut off of it, but they had virgin
oak was still on it you know.

FH:

Dad said last night, said that, uh, I think it was
then that think they wouldn't take a tree under about
65 feet to the first limb was that • • o

GH:

Well I don 1 t know if they wouldn't take one unless it 1 s
big and straight you know. Take about six yoke of oxen
to load the log if was oxen.

FH:

That's alot of power, ain't it?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

Well how did they get it down to Salt Rock, down there,
or down to the mouth of the creek?

GH:

Use oxen to haul it.

FH:

They, they went down the creek, didn't they?
had, didn 1 t have no road then did they?

FH:

Well, uh, whatelse, uh, what kind of crop beside

and a fellow by the name of T. J. Gill bought
together, they bought it. He taken the land
taken the timber and they divided it up that
know.

They

Gilbert Holton

6

tobacco did you raise back then?
GH:

Corn, corn, tobacco was

FH:

Main crop.

GH:

Main crops, no we raised wheat, oats, corn, you know.

FH:

Well did you, uh, sell these thing, anything besides
tobacco on the market or anything?

GH:

Well you know I, I didn't sell very much. My daddy
raised just corn stalk, you know. He raised, uh, oh
sometimes 2,000 bushels of corn a year, you know, and
they eat the stalk.

FH:

That's alot of corn.

GH:

Hog, hog food for you know put it in for baking,
trade it out for work next summer.

FH:

That's alot of corn, isn't it?
today that's alot.

GH:

Yeah, but, uh, you know that, uh, people didn't
have no money much, they just had L FH: They'd trade._/
something to eat. People would come from, oh, way
around over 30 maybe 4 or 5 miles to get a churn of
corn, you know, to take to the mill and grind.

FH:

Yeah. Uh, so, uh, really you didn't, you didn't
really sell alot of stuff for profit, but you traded
alot though, didn't you whenever you first started?

GH:

Yeah, didn't, uh, always wasn't no market when I
could first recollect you know.

FH:

Yeah.

GH:

Yeah, they just had trade it out you know. They
traded oh just here meet over and trade at the, for
later next summer, clean up land and raise more you
know.
(Clears throat) you had a 150 acres of his
own and then he, uh, would rent land on over the

Even by our standards

So you just traded.

Gilbert Holton
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work it.

FH:

Well how much of his, uh, original farm still
exists intact today, you know, how much of it, uh,
is still in Holton's name?

GH:

It's allo

FH:

All of it still in, in our family?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

A total of about 150 acres or so, or more?

GH:

Uh, round about 200 acres.

FH:

200. Uh, now we're up to about the time of World
War I now what kind of effect did the war have on
your farming or did it affect you that much?

GH:

Well it didn't effect the farming very much though
it made, made the markets, we begin to have market
then you know in Huntington, Cincinnatti and places
like that and ship stuff to um, you know.

FH:

So then you begin to sell a little more for profit?

GH:

Yeah, yeah. Just like when I could first recollect
they couldn't sell no tobacco here. They had take
it to Cincinnati to have it done there that was
closest market there was.

FH:

Whenever, well whenever you sold your first crop
there you was telling me about, did you sell it in
Huntington or did you have to take it on to Cincinnatti
or what?

GH:

No, they had a market for it over here in Salt Rock
and they sold it.

FH:

Then they floated out the river on downo

GH:

Yeah they, they sent it on to the big markets, you
know L FH: Yeah._/ (inaudible).
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FH:

Did the, uh, uh, river back then was it different
from it is now, I mean was it higher or something?

GH:

Well I don't know.
first recollect.

FH:

So that was the only transportation they had, the
river and the railroad.

GH:

Yeaho

FH:

When, when did the railroad come through down there?

GH :

Oh, long about, in about 98 or 9 somewhere.

FH:

1898 or so?

GH:

Yeah along there.

FH:

That's a, that's a long time ago but not really too
long neither, is it?

GH:

No, but course that was pretty, depends on what size
boiler on the trains to run, you know.

FH:

Well now, uh, when, when you're in, did the '20's,
uh, history tells us that, uh, farmers profits sort
of went down in the '20's, did yours sort of go down
too?

GH:

Well most everything went down in the, uh, Depression
you know, L FH: Well • • • _/comeback up to, oh long
bout '40 before it done any good.

FH:

Well, uh, now the, uh, Depression when it first hit
it really messed things up around here, didn't it?

GH:

Oh, you know, it don't, didn't have the effect on
the people that lived back in the country like it did
the city folko

FH:

So the Depression didn't really bother you a whole
lot then, did it?

There was no roads when I could

Gilbert Holton

9

GH:

Not, not, not like it did the city feller just eat
what he raised and raised what he eats and didn't
run to the store, the market and every time, he just
bought and traded and eat bread through, through
the country.

FH:

Yeah, uh

GH:

Use the, uh, corn to make bread out of, use just old
round about 50¢ a bushel and wheat and flour, and
flour brought just about 2¢ a pound (clears throat).

FH:

How much would that, how many pound of wheat in a
bushel?

GH:

60.

FH:

So a $1.20 a bushel, right, wheat was?

GH:

Right around about a dollar.

FH:

Shoot that's kind of cheap, ain't it?

GH:

Everything
was cheap.

FH:

Yeah, that's, I guess that's where I, I'm getting my
problem at. You know, uh, I think, I think in terms
of today's money but back then a dollar was worth
more, a whole lot more than it is now, ain't it?

GH:

Well you get more fer it.

FH:

Yeah.

GH:

The, uh, but the present times just rob people like
me that's kindly of old and laid up with $2000 for old
age, you know. They's a difference in fact in these
times when labor is cheap, you know, money hard to
get a hold of but one dollar equals round ten now
just about, about, about ten times as high.

FH:

So then the, the Depression didn't really bother
you then, did it?

L

FH:

Compared to what it is now?_/ else
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GH:

No, no, no not a great deal. Not like it did the
feller that lived around these towns, you know.

FH:

Well, uh, around then the Agricultural and Stabilization
and Conservation Service started, wasn't that, didn't
this start right around then, right around the Depression?

GH:

Yeah, it started somewhere bout the first of the
somewhere there.

FH:

Well what kind of effect has that have on your farming
since then?

GH:

Well I don't know, uh, seems like it had a little on
the tobacco, it kind of helped the price a little bit,
you know, and guaranteed it.
I never did sell a crop
for 5¢ but they, alot of people was taking crops,
tobacco to the market and the thing is they wouldn't
br-bring enough to sell it.

FH:

Yeah, that'd be, that'
awful low wouldn't it?

GH:

And, uh, I was living see if I got 10¢ for is about
the top price.

FH:

10¢ a hundredweight?

GH:

No, it would be 10, $10-00 a hundred.

FH:

$10.00 a hundred okay.
to 80, don't it?

GH:

It's around about, oh, up the, in 90 s since Saturday
last.

FH:

Uh. • •

GH:

That's about 10 times as (laughs).

FH:

Yeah, ten times as much

GH:

It was just, oh I don't know, in a way people's
living every life goes in a hole living high now

be

L

GH:

1

30 1 s

That, that • • • _/

Now it sells for about 70

1

L

GH:

Yeah._/ what i t .
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and they was then and there was a time fFom the
beginning of civilization people living as high as
these Americans is. They've got more than the kings
used to have.

\\

I

FH:

That's right we, we've got the best nation in the
world.
It's suppose to be the richest.

GH:

Richest, yeah, and people don't realize it. They
fight and trying to do away with the government
like people is, you know.

FH:

Yeaho Uh, now so, uh, the AFCS helped you, though,
whenever it raised the tobacco prices then?

GH:

Well it kind of stablized it you know.

FH:

Uh, what about, wasn't it, wasn't fertilizer and lime
available through that somehow?

GH:

Well that, they come under stuff you made lime, it
never was, always had to pay for fertilizer you know.

FH:

But it helped on the lime.

GH:

It helped on the lime, you know. Course there wasn't
very many people through this region needing their
fields limes.

FH:

So really so as far as helping us around that way
it didn't help us any?

GH:

It didn't help in a general much but some people
L FH: It did._/ taken advantage of it, you know.
It's good for land it • • •

FH:

Well that brings us up to around the second World
War now what did it do to you on your farming? Did
it have any drastic effects or anything?

GH:

Well didn't have too much on the farmer at least it
didn't bother me too much you know, I get along
without them.
I raised about everything that I lived
on, my vegetables and wheat, milk and butter and
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bread you know.
FR:

So you, so it didn't really bother you a whole lot.

GR:

It didn't, didn't, (clears throat) didn't effect me,
I raised practically all, I raised a little wheat,
corn, oats, tobacco,_didn't do a great many
L FR: So you • • • _/ had to get a man from out of
town for 75¢ a day, you know, to help me.

FR:

So, uh, really all these major events like the war,
first and second World War didn't have any drastic
effect on farming at all, did they?

GH:

Not, not, not on the, uh, people that lived back
in the country like I did they wasn't, uh, no use
to raise anything what you couldn't get out, you
know, in the • • •

FR:

wasn't no road, was they?

GR:

Wasn't no road. There'd been a road up, come up
Smith Creek and over there Tim Rollyson's down that
bend on up by Roy's through there's been open fer
back as I recollect but it's like, uh, this road
down Madison you know, gone and had a family
(clears throat) (inaudible).

FR:

Uh, what year was the Madison Creek Road built in,
uh, dirt part of it?

GH:

Well I don't know just exactly somewhere in the,
in the '20's I don't know just when it was, in the
'20's, sometime during the Depression you know.

FR:

Well, and it, it wasn't blacktop until about 1948
was it, somewhere along there?

GR:

No, somewhere along in there.

FR:

See I've heard several people tell me that, now this
road used to be dirt up through here?

GR:

Uh, used to didn't be nothing.

See, uh, but the
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neighbors went together finally opened the road
down Salt Rock event-eventually and, uh,· and, uh,
the travel's been down by the creek, you know,
river open up, you know. She had to go right in
the creek right over there.
FH:

Yeah. Uh, when did you ever have a farm tractor,
if so when did you' get it?

GH:

Oh, I don't know just, (clears throat)
was long bout '30 I expect my first.

FH:

You, you had a tractor yourself, right?

GH:

Yeah, I didn't use it here any the farm down there
on Bunders, on that bottom land down there only.

FH:

HOW 6 how much did a tractor cost then?
would be something interesting.

GH:

Uh, bout, uh, I believe, uh, Farrnall International
and ours was about I think about 20, $2700.

FH:

Yeah, i t was, it was a rubber-tired tractor like
that L GH: Yeah._/ one you've got now?

GH:

It was practically the same thing, you know, oh of
course these's better now.

FH:

Yeah, they're, they're quite a bit better, I think.

GH:

Have different equipment on urn, you know, as time
goes on.

FH:

Well did you, what did you have available then, a
disk and plow and mow machine mainly?

GH:

Yeah, uh.

FH:

Uh, when, when did you, well you're sort of, uh,
retired from farming now right, you know, and when
did you really quit, you know, for a, a living?

GH:

Well I ain't.

just when

That, that

I ain't farmed none only for myself
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oh, I expect in about ~our years. Course I helped
a long in the garden L FH: So you • • • _.Y and did
a bit.
FH:

So you was an active farmer until you were, uh, uh,
82 years old?

GH:

Yeah o

FH:

That'd be 19

GH:

Yeah, and plow then, you know, fool around do anything.

FH:

But you still have to go out and work in it, don't you?

GH:

Oh yeah .

FH:

Uh, I've got one question here about 19 and 30, around
in 1930's they started drilling gas wells around here
and did that help your farm income, and what ways and
in what ways were you able to put the gas to use for
your own purposes, own benefits?

GH:

Well, uh, you know, uh, course we drawed a royalty.

FH:

How much was that, uh.

GH:

I got around 87 course and I'd taken an interest in
several of the wells, you know, made a little that way.

FH:

So it helped you alot.

GH:

Oh yeah.

FH:

Did you have a, whenever you got gas on your place
here you went and bought yourself a better, a cooking
stove and • • •

GH:

Oh, and I went to get equipment enough to take care
of me. That is as far as a little bit maybe a year
or so before got into the house, you knowo

FH:

When, when did the, when did you get the first well
on your place back there?

L

GH:

Yeaho_/ and 70.

Gilbert Holton
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GH:

Uh, it was in, I don't know about '32 I think somewhere
along thereo

FH:

And, the first d-dad was telling me that the first
well was drilled around here was drilled down there
on Uncle Dick's place.

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

So, that, that, that was, was that part of the farm
at that time or had it been divided up then?

GH:

No, that is individually belonged to Dick.

FH:

It belonged to each • • •

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

Your father had died and.

GH:

He L FH: Divided it up?_/ never had nothing to do
with that only just to help get rid of it.

FH:

Uh, have you ever had anything that happened through
the years that you thought was kind of unusual and
that you wasn't expecting or anything?

GH:

Oh, I don't know if ever recall anything but of course
things like that happens about everyday.

FH:

Farming, L GH: Um, mmm._l so then farming is very
unpredictable, right?

GH:

Yeaho

FH:

You don't know what to expect from one day to the nexto

GH:

No, no it (clears throat) but one. good thing about
farming is better than just like investing in a, some
kind of business, something 'nother farming's practically
the same thing you're investing your work to get more,
you know.

FH:

How many, how many people lived on Madison Creek up
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and up through here whenever you_ started farming
and started raising your own family, if you can recall?
GH:

Oh, (clears throat) there was, uh, Annie Gould used
to live around here in the holler. Jim Porter lived
out here in the hill, he had a big farm, he was
considered a pretty good farmer.
(Clears throat)
and of course then he had three or four renters
around him, you know. See a feller_that had a big
farm usually L FH: Rented um out?_/ rented little
houses built around for his renters to live in you
know, they were married had to have some place to
raise his family, you know.

FH:

They was, then they's about five or six that lived
around here besides you, something • • •

GH:

Yeah, there was one, two, (rooster crows in background)
three, four, five, six, seven.

FH:

Seven?

GH:

Seven families around here.

FH:

They was seven families lived here when you started
um out?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

Yeah.

GH:

Lived around, neighbors.

FH:

Okay, what about up this holler here now they was
how many houses were up through here then?

GH:

Well (clears throat) after you got down to, down
where Arnold lives • o •

FH:

That, that's Arnold Walker, right?

GH:

Huh.

FH:

Arnold Walker?

Gilbert Holton
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GH:

Yeah.

FH:

Okay.

GH:

There wasn't no more down there, go down there to
where Dick lives, you know, old Bill Boones lives
there, Joe Porter.

FH:

Now, now there's about, what 18 or 20 families or
so lives L GH: Bout 25 houses._,/ up here? 25 up
through there now?

GH:

Yeah and.

FH:

Well, well here's a question. Would (rooster crows)
you rather live back then, you know, than you would
in the times that we have now?

GH:

Well, no, in a way, we've got this modern times, good
roads and automobiles and trucks and tractors and
things like that, you know, we got some things, and
you can do so much more. But first you just had to
do with what you had when I was growin' up. So many
fellas could~'t do thato

FH:

Well would you like rather have, uh, less people live
around here than all • • •

GH:

Oh, I always got along with my neighbors, I never did
have no trouble with um.

FH:

I guess that I, I'd kind of like to have a place out,
you know, where they'd be nobody aroµnd, you know, be
close enough if I needed um I can get um, you know,
but, you know, far enough out L GH: Well, yeah._,/
that I was isolated.

GH:

Course I ain't got nobody too close to me, you know.

FH:

Yeah, that's nice.

GH:

When I first recollect (clears throat) didn't have
nothing had what you call a stock law. People raised
cattle and just turned um loose and if you raised
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anything you got, had to fence your fields in. And
then later on they got stock law and feller had stock
had to take care of his own stock.
FH:

Well that's good, alot different.

GH:

Yeah, up there suited some people and some people it
didn't though.

FH:

It didn't sui you did it cause have to fence your own?

GH:

Well of course I wasn't big enough to have very much
effect on me when the stock law come in, you know, like
alot of people had women that was, you know, some of um,
some of um plowed their fields they had to take care of
stock.

FH:

Well that's about all, that's about all I can think of.
Have you got anything that you would like to add or
want to tell me ~bout that I haven't mentioned or something?

GH:

Well I just, just thought about it, a feller by the name
of J-Jim Bills lived around here and, uh, he had alot of
old Roby sheep. Well said they kept running 'em out and
trying to get him out, talking to Jim about taking care
of um. He wouldn't do it. Got him an old ram tried to
run him over this rock cliff out here and I was trying
to run him over. Jim Bills come along, I reckon come
up after him and said just give him a shove and he'll
come out.
(Laughs) trying to run him over a rock cliff.

FH:

Yeah.

GH:

They had that, (clears throat) they were worried around
here for a long time anything finally happen expecting
to do any good you just give him a shove and he'll
come out. Many thing happened along in a fella's life,
don't they?

FH:

Yeah they sure do.
I've had some strange things happen
to me (break in tape). Now define that word there for
me now, sh-shore, was that right?

GH:

Yeah.

You, you, that there meant, uh, a chance, you know.
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FH:

So that's, that's why, that's why the pe9ple took up
the saying just give him a chance (laughter).

GH:

Yeaho He called_it a shov, iust give him a shov and
he'll come out L FH: Yeah._/ (break in tape).

FH:

Okay.

GH:

Now days people don't realize how, uh, hard up people
used to be, you know, and what they have now, you know,
and living high.
I can recollect when there was nobody
had nothing through the '20's only just little old log
building and had puncheon floors some of um and some of
um didn't have no floors at all, you know, just like a
hog pen, you knowo

FH:

What kind of floor was it did you say, a puncheon floor?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

That's just planks, right just • • •

GH:

No, what you call a punch on floor is, uh, bust up
timber, you know, and then hew them down, make, make
slabs out of um, you know, hew um down all of um the
same thickness and lay um on the floor, you know,
lengthwise. Some of um would be two feet wide.

FH:

Gee. You hardly ever see a tree around here anymore
that is two foot, L GH: No._/ do you?

GH:

Oh, used to be big poplars this holler here that, that,
uh, I expect was 5 and 6 foot through. One big chestnut
tree my daddy said it was up here on the ridge right
down from the graveyard there was eight feet and two
inches. There was trees like that way back there in
them olden times.

FH:

Virgin timber, forest, huh?

GH:

Uh, huh.
I've heard these old fellers say that Madison
Creek and One Mile Creek over here had the best oak
timber of any place in the nation.
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FH:

At least we're famous for something.

GH:

And some of the trees I think close to 6 foot 2o

FH:

Yeah.

GH:

See there's awful rich ground in, in here at one time.

FH:

The ground isn't so rich any more, though is it, it's
been wore out.

GH:

It's just took there were, uh, I've got a garden this
year.
I expect that's been cleaned up for 85 years
or more.
It's been farmed I expect 40 or 50 times.
They had an orchard there at one time, you know.
Finest land that, field land clear as any in West Virginia.

FH:

Did, did grandpa had that orchard there, didn't he?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

Well did he make, uh, did he sell alot of apples off
of it?

GH:

Yeaho

FH:

Well did he make, uh, did he sell alot of apples off
of it?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

How much was a typical year?

GH:

Oh, I don't know.
2,000 bushels.

FH:

How many trees were they?

GH:

800.

FH:

800 trees, L GH: Um, mmm._/ poplars pretty good plus
your own use off of um, right?

GH:

Um, mmmo

I expect some years he'd get, worth
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FH:

That's good.

GH:

Now, you know, some of um picked 20. 25 bushels, the
trees, you know, course they all wasn't that ripe.
Pick the big fine healthy trees, you know.

FH:

W-where was that orchard at anyway, did it start up
in here or what?

GH:

It started right from here back up to the top of the
hill.

FH:

Just up through here, L GH: Um, mmm._l up through
here where the house is now?

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

I've always heard talk about that old orchard and
everything but I never did really find out where it
was at.

GH:

Yeah, there's one over between (inaudible).

FH:

Well did it, did you cut the trees down or did they
just die out and then you cut um?

GH:

They just died out, you know, whenever a tree bears
heavy get to very well. And another thing is get a
disease on top of freezing, that kills um. Don't
never live to be old like they use to.

FH:

Probably with the stuff we have now though we could
stop that, couldn't we?

GH:

Well it's been used L FH: Did you use it?_/ a couple
of times but nobody never do it righto Course these,
these Orkin Companies does it, you know. Some of the,
some of the finest apples in the world is raised up
here in West Virginia.

FH:

Up there in the eastern panhandle~

GH:

Yeah.
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GH:

Yeah.

FH:

I've always heard talk about that old orchard and
everything but I never did really find out where it
was at.

GH:

Yeah, there's one over between (inaudible).

FH:

Well did it, did you cut the trees down or did they
just die out and then you cut um?

GH:

They just died out, you know, whenever a tree bears
heavy get to very well. And another thing is get a
disease on top of freezing, that kills um. Don't
never live to be old like they use to.

FH:

Probably with the stuff we have now though we could
stop that, couldn't we?

GH:

Well it's been used L FH: Did you use i t ? / a couple
of times but nobody never do it right. Course these,
these Orkin companies does it, you know. Some of the,
some of the finest apples in the world is raised up
here in West Virginia.

FH:

Up there in the eastern panhandle.

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

Yeah we talked about that in class, that, that's
what we're famous for.

GH:

That old, uh, Senator Bryd use be senate with these
orchards there he had paid a million dollars for ito

FH:

Not the Senator Bryd that's in now, his father or
something?

GH:

All in the senate but I don't know whose his employers
on there, he was a senator.

FH:

He, senator from West Virginia, right?

GH:

Yeah, no he's, yes I guess he's from West Virginia tooo
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He was loveable man, old Senator Bryd was. This now
I don 1 t think he 1 s worth much I don 1 t really know what
he does.
FH:

GH:

I don t think anybody really knows what the politicians
up in Washington do that 1 s, that 1 s one thing we just. o
1

But I, in, a-afraid that something 1 s going to happen
to our country. This can t go on as physical, bound
to be a change. You take like this (inaudible) a
growing why we 1 ll be getting a hundred dollars a
day just for it, you know.
1

FH:

And it cost two hundred dollars a day to live, though.

GH:

Yeah. But the, uh, people that have all these luxuries,
good things in life and they ain 1 t satisfied with um
without knowing anybody ever did know that there 1 s
something else in life and they don t know what it is.
1

FH:

Do you think that religion would help?

GH:

Huh?

FH:

Do you think religion, Christ and, uh,

GH:

Oh Lord,/ FH: That, do you think that would fill the
emptiness?_/ that would help you know. But, uh, we
got a, got a bad bunch of people in the country, you
know, don t matter what they get_gonna have them,
L FH: Yeah, you don t see • • • _/ like to tear down
the government.

••

1

1

FH:

GH:

What kind of, uh, cures did you have for_your illnesses
back then, you know, like, L GH: What?_/ what kind, uh,
for any kind of sickness you had, I mean you had your
own home remedies didn't ya? Like, you know, you were
t~lling me bout this piece of fat cool stuff,
L GH: Oh yeah._/ stuff like that, what kind of stuff
did you have?
Now they, uh, either make 'em that's all they used then
mostly didn 1 t never have a doctor.

•
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When did the first doctor come in the co~ntry around
here, can you remember?

GH:

No, I can 1 t recollect but hear these old people talk
about the first doctor reckon lived around in here by
the name of Moss, RoM. Moss. They said he'd go plum
up to Logan County, go up there and visit patients,
stay with um till they got better.

FH:

We11 did you, uh, drink sassafras tea in the spring
or did you ever like it?

GH:

Yeah, I like it and spice wood.

FH:

I never did, I never did drink any spice wood tea I
just drank sassafras tea.

GH:

I did, know, uh, first doctor I can recollect was a
fella by the name Doc Plymale lived right here where
this high school is.

FH:

Up Guyan Valley?

GH:

Yeah, old Doc Plymale and then a fella by the name of
Doc Holley lived over Hamlin, Kerns and then charge
three or four dollars for coming over there making a
trip, never mentioned no_medicine he give youo But,
but now go to a doctor L FH: See what happens._/
and you spent, I just went yesterday and, uh, charge
me eleven dollars for, for his service and spent for
the rest of um over fifty eight dollars to get the
medicine.

FH:

Shew, WOW!

GH:

And old man Holley use to be give all the medicine
enough to kill a horse for fifty cents never charged
over fifty cents for any, you know.

FH:

Yeah, that's like Doc Mccullen is today, right?

GH:

Uh, Doctor Mccullen use to didn't charge much but he
got so, so he charges the rates up now because got high.
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FH:

Well prices and stuff have went up too, ~ou know.

GH:

Yeah, they, some just living enough together.

FH:

Just have to break even. Did you, uh, ever use,
uh, poke, let's see was it poke weed or something
like that.
Poke weed or something for some kind of
medical purpose?

GH:

No,

FH:

H-have you seen it used?

GH:

I've, uh, see it used for (inaudible).

I never did use it but

FH:

Put it on it and stop it from itching?

GH:

Yeaho

FH:

w-wha, I know what it was,
what it was, Doc root.

GH:

Well they probably use that for some kind of blood
medicine I think.

FH:

Bl-what'd you mean by blood medicine what'd it do?

GH:

Now I don't know if the blood (inaudible), you know,
old Fannie Holton she died reckon 1 20 1 s, and seven
years old. She's an old grannie woman did the doctoring.

FH:

Was she, uh, grandpa's sister?

GH:

Aunt.

FH:

Aunt?

GH:

Um, mmm.

FH:

Gee whiz.

GH:

Um, mmm.

FH:

Something like that.

it was Doc root, that's

That'd make her my great, great aunt.

What a minute three greats.
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GH:

She, uh, was a pretty good dern doctor I reckon,
people use to use um.

FH:

That's all they had to use, wasn't it?

GH:

Um, mmm. You know, uh, them women use to use midwives
with their doctor when having babies. Didn't take
very long till the men taken over, you know.

FH:

They're starting a trend to go back to the midwives
now, uh, I've read about it.

GH:

Yeah, the, uh, finally changed back to these times
(clears throat). Oh, you know, uh, the women don't
care no more for relation only to your face, they
use to become the best but they ain't now.

FH:

Clothing has changed alot since to get her a husband.

GH:

Yeah. c Until now the, all you ever seen a woman have
a dress on go to her ankles.

FH:

Whew, to me that's out of sight.

GH:

Now many of um just go to the knee.

FH:

Mo-yeah that's where most of um are, the older
L GH: Um, mmm._l women wear um there, the younger
girls wear um up bout three to four inches bove
the knee.

GH:

Yeah.

FH:

How much have men's clothing changed much since then?

GH:

(Coughs) oh they ain't changed too much right, right
smart, they use to wear a dress coat up here, come
down like that here then take off and come along
reckon long tails.

FH:

Is that what they called a, a flock_ flock coat?

GH:

Yeah. They wore them when people dressed, dressed
up, the pants part of um. They ain't too much
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difference in um only just the material.
FH:

You never even heard of nylon back then, did ya?

GH:

Huh, uh.

FH:

Nylon, polyester on upo

GH:

The, uh, this place like, uh, these, uh, oh what
do you call overalls, made by pants, overall pants
use to belong about fifty cents for a pair of um,
now they cost seven or eight dollars.

FH:

They cost more than that I think. They're expensive,
they wear good though, don't they?

GH:

Oh yeah, they got, uh, these long, uh, bib overalls.
They never came in fashion till long ago, oh bout
'62 around in there was when they wear um (inaudible).

FH:

Well do, do you remember the Spanish-American War?

GH:

Yeah, little bit.

FH:

Wha-what was it all about, I think it

GH:

I don't recollect too much about it.

FH:

Well I

GH:

Matter of fact that started when this Spaniard sunk
an American ship and • • •

FH:

Yeah it, it sunk down there in Cuba.
USS Maine.

GH:

Sunk somewhere down there and it got, got it started.

FH:

Well you've lived through like the Spanish-American
War, First and Second World War, Korean War and through
the Viet Nam conflict, do you think that any of those
fights we really have needed to be into? Like, uh,
other than the Second World war cause that was, they
attacked us in it but in the First World War?

The, the Maine,
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GH:

Yeah, oh I don't know, uh, just like, uh, this First
World War we've got to, uh, what is it, ·war of
France and . • •

FH:

France and Germany got into it.

GH:

Yeah, there was France and Germany I think. We got,
uh, living good over there in France and, uh, and,
uh, they got to thinking real serious wouldn't have
been so (inaudible) fer as that's concerned.

FH:

Well what about the, uh, Korean War, you can remember
it pretty good, can't ya?

GH:

Um, mmm.

FH:

That was before my time.
what did it start over?

GH:

That, uh, Korea that there is a necessary, you mean
that was just • • •

FH:

Like the Korean War during 1950 and '52 bout '53.

GH:

Let's see I don't know L FH:
I_thought somebody
around here was in it, uh, • ._/ the, uh, • •

FH:

That was the one, you know, we got into it with the
Communist Chinese.

GH:

Yeah, well I don't recollect now.

FH:

You don't remember it?

GH:

I don't recollect just what that started from, no .

FH:

Well

GH:

Well you take there's, now like Elder now he was a
soldier in it.

FH:

He, yeah, he was in the Korean, wasn't he?

GH:

Uh, huh.

What, what was it all about,

. . .
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FH:

Well what about, now you, have you been keeping up
with the Middle East Conflict over there between
Israel and, uh, Syria?

GH:

Let's see now, I can't see to read anymore about um.

FH:

What, what do you think's going to happen over there,
have you got any idea any • • •

GH:

In the Viet Nam War?

FH:

No, in the Middle East L GH:
and Syria and all them?

GH:

Oh, well I don't know nothing much. That's where, uh,
the people ain't got enough sense to know that's where,
uh, Nixon's coming in. He's doing on this raising
authority to keep them there wars on you know, and
people don't appreciate. He's done more than any
man's ever president.

FH:

Well he did get us out of the Viet Nam Conflict,
I'm glad he did that.

GH:

Well, yeah.

FH:

Cause I might be over there now.

GH:

The, uh, people don't realize, see just like, uh,
hollering and going on bout whether to just pull out
and leave, give them some kind of a reasonable excuse,
you know, hadn't we got there some of these little
nations been on um all the time you seeo I think we
done the right thing. We had no business in it as
far as that's concerned but there wasn't no use in
keeping it going on like they do.

FH:

Yeah. Well what'd you think bout that Nixon and
Watergate, uh, wasn't they a scandel or something
similar to that back in the '20's or somewhere?

GH:

Well this on Nixon that's talking about stuff private,
they got no business just like they are now making
available on the records they got out I don't think

Oh._/ Egypt and Israel
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they've got any business doing it (clears throat).
Just like if you were going to do business why you
call it same as if you walk over to him like that,
ain't nobody's business. That's the way I look at
it. Come here (break in tape).

